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FORM 2 – Geography (General) 

Unit code and title 8.1 The Restless Mediterranean 

Objective 1 The teacher will help students understand the internal structure of the earth and geological development of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Strand/s The Environment - Physical and Human  

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 draw the structure of the Earth according to an appropriate scale and describe the main properties of each layer in depth. 
Students will explain the concept of continental drift using appropriate terms. Students will forecast the future geological 
physical development of the Mediterranean region and continents. 

Level 7 describe and draw the structure of the Earth. They will examine and then explain how the Earth’s crust is constantly shifting due 
to convection currents in the mantle. Students can identify and draw the main Alpine fold mountain ranges of the 
Mediterranean. They can identify the early development of the Sea of Tethys.  Students will examine maps and animations and 
describe how millions of years ago, the continents were joined together in a supercontinent and have since gradually moved 
apart. 

Level 6 reconstruct Pangaea from the cut-out continental pieces. They distinguish the layers that make up the interior of the Earth and 
name the main fold mountain ranges of the Mediterranean. 

Level 5 be able to simulate the movement of the earth’s crust by the use cut-out pieces. They colour and name the layers forming the 
Earth’s internal structure and a few mountain ranges of the Mediterranean. 

Level 4 carry out the activities/ experiments and so start to associate movement with the earth’s surface. 

Level 3 become aware that we live on the crust of the earth and that the earth is made up of different layers. 
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Level 2 become aware that the earth is made up of different features such as mountains and volcanoes.   

Level 1 engage with objects and people during activities that provide sensory (tactile) experience of play dough and the towels.   

 
 

Objective 2 The teacher will provide resources for the students to explore the volcanic activity around the Mediterranean Region. 

Strand/s The Environment - Physical and Human 

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 plot accurately and describe the locations of volcanoes in the Mediterranean. They compare the nature and describe all the 
effects of a few given volcanic eruptions by means of their own report writing such as newspaper articles, posters or labelled 
diagrams. They illustrate and describe the geographical features of a volcano by using a wide range of key words. Students note 
and describe in detail the colour, structure and texture of some volcanic rock as also compared to limestone. 

Level 7 identify and locate a number of volcanoes around the Mediterranean. By means of newspaper articles, posters, labelled 
diagrams or oral presentations they describe the hazards associated with volcanic activity. Through research work the students 
build a fact file on two volcanoes. Students differentiate between magma and lava. They draw a labelled cross-section diagram 
of the interior structure of a volcano. They define the main features and explain the three possible states in life-cycle of a 
volcano. 

Level 6 identify some volcanoes around the Mediterranean and list, draw and caption photographs representing some of the effects of 
volcanic eruptions. They identify the main features of a cross-section of a volcano. 

Level 5 identify the location of a limited number of volcanoes around the Mediterranean and recognise some geographical features of a 
cross-section of a volcano. 

Level 4 be able to locate Mt Etna on the Mediterranean map. 
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Level 3 become familiar with the main characteristics of volcanic activity namely the emission of smoke and the flow of lava during an 
eruption. 

Level 2 develop a better understanding of volcanoes by working together to make a model. 

Level 1 tolerate/touch the play dough that simulates lava flow. 

 

Objective 3 The teacher will help students locate areas of frequent seismic activity and correlate the intensity with possible effects of 
earthquakes in the Mediterranean region.  

Strand/s The Environment - Physical and Human 

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 identify, locate and describe areas of frequent seismic activity in the Mediterranean. They describe thoroughly the nature and 
effects of earthquakes and clearly explain why they can be so devastating. Students apply the two scales used by seismologists 
to categorise and compare the effects of these quaking forces of nature. 

Level 7 locate areas of frequent seismic activity on a map of the Mediterranean. They will associate earthquakes and volcanic activity to 
plate boundaries. They describe and explain the effects of earthquakes and how these are measured on the Richter Scale by 
focusing on a particular case study. Students define in writing and label diagrams to explain the main terminology related to 
earthquakes. 

Level 6 identify on a map of the Mediterranean some areas of major seismic activity. They list the most devastating effects of 
earthquakes. They sketch drawings illustrating three distinct grades of the Richter Scale e.g. 3, 6, 9. 

Level 5 name and locate on a map of the Mediterranean three countries prone to seismic activity and identify some of the effects of 
earthquakes by use of illustrations. 
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Level 4 describe the effects of earthquakes in simple sentences. 

Level 3 sort out pictures according to intensity of earthquakes. 

Level 2 demonstrate earthquake activity through drama. 

Level 1 show interest for a short period of time while viewing video clip. 

 

Objective 4 The teacher will encourage students to explore the reasons why people live in such areas at risk and to investigate 
contingency plans taken for emergencies. 

Strand/s The Environment - Physical and Human 

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 identify and compare patterns of population distribution in a number of active zones around the Mediterranean and analyse in 
full detail why people live close to high risk zones. They describe various ways how people respond to disasters and explain a 
wide range of strategies used to minimise the impacts of tectonic hazards. 

Level 7 identify some cities in the Mediterranean where human population face the greatest threat from current seismic events and 
explain fully why people live close to high risk zones. They describe how people respond to disasters and investigate how 
preparation can save lives. 

Level 6 differentiate between the negative and positive aspects of living in high risk zones. They demonstrate and relate safe behaviour 
during an earthquake simulation. 

Level 5 list a few reasons for people to live in high risk zones. They follow the basic procedure of an earthquake drill. 

Level 4 list the main risks of living near a volcano. 
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Level 3 sort pictures of advantages and disadvantages of living near a volcano. 

Level 2 sort pictures of erupting and dormant volcanoes. 

Level 1 engage with people during the earthquake drill. 

 
 

Unit code and title 8.2 Water, Water Everywhere 

Objective 1 The teacher will help students enquire about the components and links within the hydrological cycle. 

Strand/s  The Environment – Physical and Human        

 Management, Conservation and Sustainability                                                           

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 analyse and understand the processes involved in the water cycle. They define and use vocabulary to clearly identify all the main 
key terms associated with the cycle.  They can construct a concept map of the cycle in various forms and they present the water 
budget data in various graphical forms. 

Level 7 identify and define the processes, components and links of the hydrological cycle and use appropriate vocabulary to describe it. 
They will annotate a diagram of the cycle with appropriate terms. Students will interpret data relating to the water budget and 
represent this data in graphical form. 

Level 6 describe in simple sentences how water moves between the Earth’s surface and its atmosphere in a continuous cycle. They 
reproduce a simple diagram of the cycle and use some key vocabulary to describe it. 

Level 5 arrange given key words and pictures on a diagram showing how water travels in a cycle identifying the three main processes 
including evaporation, condensation and rainfall. 
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Level 4 become familiar with the three main components of the water cycle, namely, evaporation, condensation and precipitation. 

Level 3 describe the difference between clean and dirty water and between fresh water and salty water.   

Level 2 associate dark clouds with rainfall. 

Level 1 use vocals with intent such as make a noise when spayed lightly with water or when their hands come in contact with water. 

 

Objective 2 The teacher will help students distinguish and explain the three types of rainfall.  

Strand/s  The Environment – Physical and Human        

 Management, Conservation and Sustainability                                                           

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 relate fully by means of detailed diagrams in conjunction with contextual descriptions, both the initial processes and 
development of the three types of rainfall.  They associate the three types of rainfall to three related climatic regions. 

Level 7 examine through simple experiments and explain how precipitation occurs and record their findings graphically and in writing.  
They name and explain the three types of rainfall and draw well annotated diagrams. 

Level 6 describe how precipitation is the result of moist air rising and cooling. They distinguish between the three types of rainfall and 
label given diagrams.   

Level 5 associate cloudiness with probability of rainfall and distinguish between drizzle, normal rain, heavy downpour and 
thunderstorm.   

Level 4 be able to describe the rain making process in simple sentences. 
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Level 3 become familiar  with the process of rainfall.   

Level 2 become familiar and realise the difference between drizzle, normal rain, heavy downpour and thunderstorm.   

Level 1 respond to sounds of heavy rainfall in video. 

 

Objective 3 The teacher will encourage students trace the supply and the distribution of water for different daily uses. 

Strand/s  The Environment – Physical and Human        

 Management, Conservation and Sustainability                                                           

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 using appropriate terminology describe in some detail the different ways how water can be harnessed or produced, stored and 
distributed to meet different demands. They set up and carry out experiments to note the problems of over extraction and 
pollution. They devise ways by which waste water can be treated and re-utilised.   

Level 7 describe several methods used locally to provide a reliable supply of water and draw a well labelled cross section of Malta’s 
Upper and Lower Water Tables. Students find out and report different sources of water in other Mediterranean countries and 
list the advantages and disadvantages of any one source of water. 

Level 6 identify possible ways of getting reliable supplies of water.  Students will relate in very simple terms how water is extracted from 
boreholes and wells after that rain infiltrated the rocks and filled them up.  They explain simply how reverse osmosis plants are 
used to change sea water into drinking water. 

Level 5 identify with the help of images and describe some possible ways of getting reliable supplies of water for different uses. 

Level 4 realise with the help of images that there are different sources of water. 
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Level 3 become more familiar with the way water is being polluted and how it ends up in the sea.   

Level 2 become aware of the difference between fresh clean water and polluted water. 

Level 1 respond differently when touching different stimuli such as when touching mud, wet sand, water. Some students might be 
resistant to a sensory stimulus they find unpleasant; moves hand away when touching mud. 

 
 

Objective 4 The teacher will explore with the students the use and misuse of water and devise ways for its proper management and 
conservation. 

Strand/s  The Environment – Physical and Human        

 Management, Conservation and Sustainability                                                           

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 identify and explain all the possible domestic, agricultural, industrial and other economic uses of water. They study and quantify 
their own families’ water use with a focus on ways to reduce water consumption. Students describe potential sources of 
pollution to our drinking supplies and make suggestions how these problems can be properly managed.   

Level 7 identify water as a universal need by categorising its various uses.  They will conduct an audit of water consumption and draw 
results as well as develop water conservation tips to reduce consumption. They write an article on the importance of conserving 
water and draw a related poster. They explore causes for the deterioration of ground water resources. 

Level 6 identify that water is a vital resource. Students will categorise the different uses of water from a given list according to economic 
use.  They describe a few simple ways of reducing water consumption at home.   

Level 5 by the use of simple sentences state why we need to reduce water consumption. From a given list students will be able to 
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choose between good and bad use of water. 

Level 4 become aware that water is a vital resource and that it has various uses and will be able to comment about them in simple 
sentences. 

Level 3 be able to choose between good and bad use of water by sorting pictures. 

Level 2 become aware of how water is being polluted and through role play demonstrate simple domestic water saving measures. 

Level 1 pay attention when watching a video for short periods of time and might make reactions to sound or light.   

 

Unit code and title 8.3 Life in the Sahara 

Objective 1 The teacher will provide maps and resources for the students to identify and locate deserts around the world using latitude and 
longitude. 

Strand/s  The Environment – Physical and Human         

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 define latitude and longitude and relate about the characteristics of the major lines of latitude and longitude as well as the 
North and South Poles. Students can understand the origin of their measurement in degrees. 

Level 7 identify and name the major seven lines of latitude and longitude namely the Equator, the two tropics, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circles, Prime Meridian and Date Line. Students will also locate the Poles on a globe as the world’s axis. They will be able to find 
places on a map by the use of latitudes and longitudes as co-ordinates. Students will summarise the main characteristics of 
latitudes and longitudes. They correlate the location of deserts according to their common global (latitude) and continental 
(western) position. Students name and locate on an outline map of the world the major hot deserts. 

Level 6 note the differences between latitudes and longitudes by observing world maps or the globe. They identify the Equator and the 
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Prime Meridian on a globe and name countries that lie on them. They locate the North and South Poles on a globe. Students can 
also find the Sahara Desert and some countries within it on a map.   

Level 5 identify the Equator on a map or globe and name a few countries that lie in the Northern and Southern Hemisphere. They can 
locate the Sahara Desert on a map. 

Level 4 learn what the globe and atlas represent and the difference between  the Northern and Southern Hemisphere.   

Level 3 will become familiar with the representation of the Earth by the globe. 

Level 2 participate in activities using atlases and globes. 

Level 1 take part in sensory activities such as tasting dates.   

 

Objective 2 The teacher will help students explore the climatic and geomorphic features of the Sahara Desert. 

Strand/s  The Environment – Physical and Human        

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 explain in depth the climatic data of desert regions and compare them with those of other places in temperate climatic regions. 
They will be able to calculate the totals, maximum, minimum and ranges of the two main weather elements. They research and 
explain the characteristics and formation of desert landscapes including different types of sand dunes, desert pavement and 
wadi. 

Level 7 examine and interpret temperature and precipitation statistics of the desert climate. They use the data to plot and draw a 
simple climograph. By means of text and graph they can describe the main characteristics of the desert type of climate. Students 
can name, identify and describe the three major types of desert. They explain briefly the formation of the following two major 
desert landscape features, sand dunes and rock pedestals. 
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Level 6 draw simple bar graphs of monthly precipitation and a separate line graph of average monthly temperature of a locality in the 
Sahara. By the use of these two graphs and illustrations they describe the desert climate in simple terms. They identify the most 
common landscape features of the desert including sandy, stony or rocky desert, sand dunes and rock pedestals. They set up an 
exhibition chart featuring their own finds on the desert climate and landscapes. 

Level 5 read and describe simple bar graphs of monthly rainfall and temperature in deserts. They compare and contrast illustrations of a 
desert to other natural regions. 

Level 4 learn that climate was responsible for the formation of deserts.   

Level 3 learn about deserts and some desert features. 

Level 2 become familiar with deserts and desert features. 

Level 1 take part in sensory activities such as touching sand and small pieces of rock.   

 
 

Objective 3 The teacher will encourage students to focus on life in the desert and around oasis. 

Strand/s The Environment – Physical and Human        

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 explain why the desert is a difficult environment for human survival and analyse the difficulties of the people living in the region. 
The students explain the key features of desert vegetation and classify the adaptations of various species of animals and plants 
living in the desert and how these are influenced by climate. 

Level 7 compare life in an oasis and in the open desert. Students will demonstrate the difficulties of living in the harsh desert 
environment and list a set of rules to overcome these problems. Students can explain even with the help of well labelled 
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diagrams how an oasis is formed. They identify the most common plants and creatures of the desert and explain the methods of 
their adaptation.   

Level 6 describe the way of life of living in both oasis and open desert. They list some dangers of living in the desert and present and put 
up a few rules to survive. They identify some species that manage to survive in desert conditions and describe adaptations of the 
camel and cacti. 

Level 5 demonstrate through role play the main difficulties of the people living in the region and can mention two adaptations of the 
camel to survive in desert conditions. 

Level 4 learn that different tribes live in deserts and that tribes have different cultures and ways of living. 

Level 3 learn about some of the different tribes that live in deserts. 

Level 2 become familiar with one particular desert tribe.   

Level 1 take part in sensory activities such as touching leaves from date palms, fig trees, and tasting figs and dates. 

 

Objective 4 The teacher will help students explore the economic activities of the Sahara region. 

Strand/s The Environment – Physical and Human        

Learning Outcomes Students will: 

Level 8 describe in depth using various sources including interviews the wealth of the Sahara desert and all the detailed processes and 
difficulties involved in bringing them to economic use. Students list some economic developments taking place in the desert 
regions. They can list tourist attractions and devise itineraries for visiting them.     

Level 7 list the different types of resources found in the Sahara Desert. They explain and describe the processes involved in the 
extraction, transportation and refining of petroleum. They identify and report about a scheme for the harnessing of 
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underground water. Students list some desert places that can attract tourists and find out about any tour on the internet. 

Level 6 list the main resources of the Sahara desert and the difficulties of the people working in the desert. Students list the main tourist 
attractions of the desert.   

Level 5 label a simple diagram illustrating the extraction of oil and water in desert areas. Students list a few tourist attractions of the 
desert.   

Level 4 know that water and oil can be found under certain places in the desert. Students list/find images of a few tourist attractions of 
the desert.   

Level 3 become familiar with the idea that people live and work in deserts. 

Level 2 sort pictures under heading oil in desert and Safari in the desert. 

Level 1 show interest for short periods of time in the video clip.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




